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resolution (H. Res. 1190) providing for
the adoption of the Senate concurrent
resolution (S. Con. Res. 70) setting
forth the congressional budget for the
United States Government for fiscal
year 2009 and including the appropriate
budgetary levels for fiscal years 2008
and 2010 through 2013, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.

———

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 2054

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ.
Madam Speaker, I seek unanimous
consent to remove my name as a co-
sponsor of H.R. 2054, the Universal
Service Reform Act of 2007. My name
was listed due to a clerical error.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida?

There was no objection.

——————

SYMPATHY EXTENDED TO
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to join my col-
leagues in offering my deepest sym-
pathy and that of the constituents of
the 18th Congressional District to the
people of Mainland China, the People’s
Republic of China, for the enormous
tragedy that they are now facing.
There are 12,000 expected dead and
more, some 19,000 still buried. And
what has been the singular tragedy is
innocent children sitting in their class-
room seats and having a building col-
lapse upon them.

We are told that if this earthquake
had occurred in the United States, it
would range from Maine to Arizona. We
can imagine the enormity of this tragic
situation. I would hope that the United
States is moving quickly to be of as-
sistance and that we will keep the peo-
ple of China, the People’s Republic of
China, in our thoughts.

And as we offer them our prayers and
thoughts, let us be reminded of those
in the United States who suffered
through the terrible tornadoes that our
country has been experiencing over a
period of time. I hope we will keep all
in our prayers.

——————

RON STONE, TEXAS NEWSMAN

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, the Eyes
of Texas are shining tonight on the life
and legacy of Houston news legend Ron
Stone. Stone died today at the age of
72.

For 30 years, Ron Stone was a fixture
on Houston television and the host of
one of my favorite shows, the Eyes of
Texas, featuring the real-life stories
about unique people and places of our
great State.
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Though he had countless awards to
mark his contributions in the media
industry, it was his down to earth,
folksy style that endeared him to audi-
ences all across the Houston area.

He was born in Oklahoma, but Stone
came to Houston in the 1960s, and his
love for Texas took root then. He said
he wasn’t born in Texas, but he got
there as fast as he could. After retiring
from KPRC in 1992, he continued to
leave his mark on the industry. He was
a recognized filmmaker, author of sev-
eral books on Texas history and con-
tinued his dedication to our commu-
nity.

I met Ron many years ago while I
was a judge in Houston. It was his per-
sonal approach to news that set him
apart from others, and captivated audi-
ences for more than 30 years. Ron
Stone leaves a unique mark on Hous-
ton’s history. May the Eyes of Texas
forever shine on him and his family.

And that’s just the way it is.

O 1930
LET'S LOWER GAS PRICES

(Mr. MCHENRY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MCHENRY. Madam Speaker, to-
night we had a bipartisan vote to sus-
pend deposits in the Strategic Petro-
leum Reserve. It’s a great bipartisan
vote. I join with my Democrat col-
leagues in supporting this legislation.
The reason why it works is because it
decreases the amount of consumption
of oil here in the United States, there-
by bringing prices down because it’s
the control of supply and demand.

Well, likewise, I would ask my Demo-
crat colleagues to join with me in in-
creasing domestic production and re-
fining capacity here in the United
States, which is another way to bring
prices down for our consumers. We can
do this in a bipartisan way.

Madam Speaker, I ask that we join
together in a bipartisan vote so we can
lower gas prices for the short term and
for the long term.

———

NATIONAL TRAUMA CENTER
STABILIZATION ACT

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, to-
night I come to the floor of the House
to talk about the bipartisan health
care bill introduced by Mr. TOWNS, Ms.
BLACKBURN and Mr. WAXMAN. This bill,
the National Trauma Center Stabiliza-
tion Act, is particularly timely, given
that this is National Hospital Week.

While it seems like there’s a special
observance for everything these days,
National Hospital Week celebrates the
vital role hospitals play in our commu-
nities. From delivering our babies to
treating traumatic injuries, to caring
for our sick and elderly, our Nation’s
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6,000 hospitals are a critical component
of the American health care system,
and the American health care system
is the best in the world, in part, due to
the quality of our Nation’s hospitals.

Because of my background treating
patients, one of my top priorities in
Congress is ensuring that the Federal
Government does its part to maintain
and improve health care in this coun-
try. This includes strong support for
our hospitals.

To this end, the National Trauma
Center Stabilization Act will help give
the 500 trauma centers around the
country the support they need to do
the critical work they do, 24 hours a
day, 365 days a year.

Madam Speaker, I took an oath as a
physician and as a policy maker to
serve patients and people to the best of
my abilities. It’s wonderful when these
two pledges intersect to make produc-
tive policy. The bipartisan National
Trauma Center Stabilization Act meets
both of these criteria. There’s no better
time to sign on than today, during Na-
tional Hospital Week.

————

COAL TO LIQUID TECHNOLOGIES

(Mr. SHIMKUS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, we
just took an interesting vote on the
floor a few minutes ago, and that was
to stop filling the SPR and make sure
there’s 70,000 barrels on the market.
The projections by my friends on the
other side is that this will affect the
cost from 5 cents to 25 cents per gallon.

Just think what putting a million
barrels of crude oil into the market—
and we can do that by bringing on
more supply.

I've been on the floor numerous
times to talk about coal to liquid tech-
nologies. We have 250 years worth of
coal in the Illinois coal basin alone.
Turning that into liquid fuel.

Of as great importance is the Outer
Continental Shelf, billions of barrels of
oil, trillions of cubic feet of natural
gas, off-limits based upon policies en-
acted here in this House. And if 70,000
barrels will do 5 to 25 cents a gallon,
just think what a million barrels of
crude oil.

We have one problem. We haven’t
built a refinery in 32 years.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes
each.

———

HONORING THE CITY OF GREENS-
BORO, NORTH CAROLINA’S BI-
CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-

tleman from North Carolina (Mr. MIL-

LER) is recognized for 5 minutes.
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Mr. MILLER of North Carolina.
Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor
the City of Greensboro’s Bicentennial
Celebration.

Since 1808, the citizens of Greensboro
have been pioneers in manufacturing,
education and civil rights for North
Carolina, for the South and for the Na-
tion. Greensboro has been and remains
a leader in economic and cultural de-
velopment within North Carolina.

Greensboro became the ‘‘Gate City”’
at the turn of the last century as North
Carolina’s rail trade and manufac-
turing center. Greensboro soon became
a leader in North Carolina’s textile in-
dustry. Henry Humphreys opened the
State’s first steam-powered cotton
mill, and by the 1940s, Greensboro busi-
nesses were flourishing. Rayon weaving
from Burlington Industries, denim
from Cone Mills, and overalls from
Blue Bell dominated world markets for
their products. In the late 1980s, the
Piedmont Triad International Airport
again established Greensboro’s place as
a regional travel and transportation
hub.

Greensboro’s always been at the fore-
front of education in North Carolina.
Greensboro College, the first State-
chartered college for women opened its
doors in 1833.

In 1837, Quakers founded the first co-
educational school in the State,
Greensboro’s ‘“‘New Garden Boarding
School,” today known as Guilford Col-
lege, my wife’s alma matter.

Greensboro Technical Community
College has provided training and an
adult education since 1958.

What began as Women’s College, and
is now the University of North Caro-
lina at Greensboro, and North Carolina
Agriculture and Technical College, A &
T, is a historical black land grant in-
stitution, are leaders in university re-
search, development and art.

With such a strong concentration of
academic institutions, Greensboro has
obviously developed a thriving cultural
scene, particularly renowned for the-
ater, for music and film. In the last few
decades there’s been an expanded pub-
lic library system, a children’s mu-
seum, work in historic preservation,
including an effort to save the Wool-
worth’s where the sit-in movement
began, as well as the Greensboro Coli-
seum Complex, which is known for the
arts, as well as for college basketball.
It’s frequently the host of the Atlantic
Coast Conference’s Men’s Basketball
Tournament.

Greensboro has also played an impor-
tant role for racial equality. Greens-
boro was a stop on the Underground
Railroad, as citizens, both black and
white, helped slaves escape to the
North.

In 1873, Greensboro founded Bennett
College for Women to provide edu-
cation for newly emancipated slaves.

On February 1, 1960, four North Caro-
lina A & T students sat down at the
Woolworth’s white only lunch counter.
Ezell Blair, now Jibreel Khazan,
Franklin McCain, Joseph McNeil and

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

David Richmond remained seated until
the store was closed, and returned the
next day and the next day and the next
day, joined each day by more and more
who were protesting segregation. The
“Greensboro Four” or the “A & T
Four” inspired similar civil rights pro-
tests across the South. The sit-in pro-
test that began in Greensboro was the
moment the civil rights struggle be-
came a movement.

Later, Greensboro’s peaceful public
school integration was a model for
other communities all over the nation.
And today, Greensboro celebrates a di-
verse population, with citizens from
Southeast Asia, Eastern Europe, Latin
America, as well as Africa.

In the tradition of the Underground
Railroad, the tradition begun with
Greensboro’s participation in the Un-
derground Railroad, Greensboro now
welcome refugees from  conflicts
around the world, the Sudan, Liberia,
Myanmar and on and on.

I am proud to honor the Bicentennial
Celebrations of the City of Greensboro,
and I'm honored to represent Greens-
boro in Congress.

———

TURN OUT THE LIGHTS—THE
PARTY’S OVER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, Congress
passed an energy bill which should
have been called the Anti-American
non Energy Bill, because it punishes
Americans for using energy, rather
than finding new sources of affordable
energy. But the bill does one thing,
Madam Speaker, it controls the type of
light bulbs that all Americans must
use throughout our fruited plains.

Congress’s energy bill bans incandes-
cent light bulbs by 2014, and requires
Americans to buy compact fluorescent
bulbs. Those are called CFLs. Now we
can say goodbye to Thomas Edison’s
incandescent bulb and his invention.

Madam Speaker, I have a Constitu-
tion here and, like most Members of
Congress, I carry it with me. I've read
it through and through, but I don’t see
anywhere in the U.S. Constitution that
it gives the government the power to
control the type of light bulbs used in
Dime Box, Texas or any other place in
the United States. Besides the lack of
constitutional authority, let me dis-
cuss these light bulbs further.

Nothing in Congress seems to be
easy, and that phrase is certainly true
with these CFL light bulbs. These light
bulbs contain mercury, so they have to
be disposed of in a certain way. Accord-
ing to EPA rules, you’re supposed to
take them to a local recycling center.
Thanks to Congress, nothing is easy.

If you throw them out at home,
you’re supposed to seal the bulb in two
plastic bags and place them in the out-
side trash; otherwise, the bulb may
break and pollute the landfill, of all
things.
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CFLs are made of glass, so they’re
fragile. If one breaks it or drops it, you
have to follow simple rules, thanks to
Congress. And according to the EPA,
here’s what do you if you break one of
these light bulbs, and I quote. ‘“‘Have
people and pets leave the room, and
don’t let anyone walk through the
area.”” We must evacuate the room,
Madam Speaker.

I continue. ““‘Open a window and leave
the room for 15 minutes or more. Shut
off the central heating and air condi-
tioning system. Carefully scoop up
glass fragments and powder using stiff
paper or cardboard and place them in a
glass jar with a metal 1id.”” Obviously,
that’s readily available.

I continue. ‘“Use sticky tape, such as
duct tape, to pick up any remaining
small grass fragments and powder.” Of
course we do have lots of duct tape in
Texas, so that’s no problem. But we’re
not through yet.

I continue to quote. ‘“Wipe the area
clean with a damp paper towel or dis-
posable wet wipes and place them in
the glass jar or plastic bag. Do not use
a vacuum or a broom.”’

And, Madam Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent to file this 3-page, single
space requirements the EPA has made
all Americans follow on disposing of
one of these broken light bulbs.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. POE. If you break a light bulb in
a high rise where the windows don’t
open, will the EPA light bulb police
haul us off to jail because of improper
disposal procedures?

If I dropped this light bulb, we would
have to evacuate the House of Rep-
resentatives, according to the EPA
light bulb law. Have we gone a bit too
far with this nonsense?

Thanks to Congress, we’re making
what is simple very difficult. And be-
sides, these light bulbs, are expensive,
and using them may fade photographs
on the wall.

Now, Madam Speaker, I'm going to
carefully remove one of these light
bulbs from a box that contains all
these warnings on the outside. And this
is one of those CFL light bulbs that
Congress is requiring all Americans to
use by 2014.

There’s more to the requirements of
using these. It says here, and I quote,
‘““these light bulbs may cause inter-
ference to radios, televisions, wireless
telephones and remote controls.”” Now
we’re in trouble for Monday night foot-
ball because we’re going to have to
turn out the lights so there’s no inter-
ference with our TV.

We can also thank Congress for giv-
ing more money to China. This light
bulb, it says right here, with all the
warnings on it, is made in China. And
Madam Speaker, they are only made in
China. They’re not made in the United
States. We import every one of these
things.

You know, over the past year we’ve
seen Chinese pet food kill our dogs and
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